Missouri team breaks five-player single-game record 
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By Matt Cannizzaro
USBC Communications
The St. Louis area has been home to some of the most recognizable names in bowling. 
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Now, five bowlers from nearby Lindenwood University have claimed their place in the record books with the highest five-player team game in USBC history, a 1,434 effort at Harvest Lanes in St. Peters, Mo., on Wednesday night. The record is unofficial until the required paperwork has been filed and verified by USBC.

Connor Druhm (278), Eddie Cetwinski (279), E.J. Parks (300), Brad Miller (279) and Ryan Council (298), products of the Lindenwood bowling program (Druhm, Cetwinski and Miller are current students), struck on all but five shots in the second game of the Breakaway Men's League to top the previous record of 1,413, set by O.T. Hill's of St. Charles, Mo., in 2001.

"I thought I needed the first one, and after I struck, the first person I saw was Eddie Byrd, who told me I needed one more, so I immediately began to calm down," said Council, who bowled anchor and stepped up in the final frame to secure the record for the Buckets on Deck team. "I took a gazillion deep breaths and probably stayed on the approach for 10 minutes. After the next strike, everybody pretty much tackled me on the approach. I've never been that nervous before. Everyone was still telling me to calm down because I had 300 going, but at that point, I didn't care about that."
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The O.T. Hill's team included Jim Hankemeyer (278), Mike Goodin (279), 1981 USBC Masters champion and current Lindenwood assistant coach Randy Lightfoot (278), Professional Bowlers Association Tour champion Leroy Bornhop (278) and John Weber (300), the second-oldest of USBC and PBA Hall of Famer Dick Weber's three sons.

"I trained them well, and I couldn't be happier," Lightfoot said. "I'm not surprised one bit by their performance. I do think it's cool that there is a connection between us. It's like a generational passing of the torch."

Buckets on Deck's record score came between games of 995 and 1,058 for a 3,487 series. The highest five-player team series in USBC history is 3,937 by Pro Bowl West of Chattanooga, Tenn., in 2009.
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"Obviously, breaking a record is one of the greatest things ever," Council said. "To be part of something like this is unbelievable and really cool. But, to break the record of someone like Randy, who is a great bowler and coach himself and someone I am really close with, puts the icing on the cake." 

Open, five-player team game
*1,434 Buckets on Deck, St. Peters, Mo., Nov. 30, 2011
1,413 O.T. Hill's, St. Charles, Mo., Feb. 15, 2001 
1,411 E.C.N., Wichita, Kan., March 3, 2010 
1,410 Golden Harvest No. 4, Springfield, Ill., May 1, 1993 
1,405, Oregon Ducks, West Palm Beach Fla., April 11, 2011 
*Unofficial until approved

Open, five-player team three-game series 
3,937 Pro Bowl West, Chattanooga, Tenn., March 30, 2009 
3,934 Limo Exchange, New Castle, Del., April 1, 2004 
3,919 Hammer/The American Bowler, Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 9, 2010 
3,905 Print Mark Industries, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Feb. 10, 2001 
3,902 Gochalla Auto Body, W Hazelton, Pa., March 4, 2011

